MELODY RIDERS SADDLE CLUB, INC. BY-LAWS

2011
ARTICLE I:  NAME:


The name of this organization shall be the Melody Riders Saddle Club of Valley and Chewelah, Inc.  For convenience of use, the name shall be publicly known as the Melody Riders Saddle Club (MRSC).

ARTICLE II:  MISSION:


SECTION 1:  It shall be the mission of the Melody Riders Saddle Club to promote quality family and youth activities related to horses; to promote friendship and cooperation between individuals and other horse-related clubs and organization; and to provide educational opportunities for members and youth to learn how to care for and enjoy horses; as outlined but not limited to the items in Section 2,3,and 4.
SECTION 2:  To engage in and to provide social and recreational club or clubrooms at or near Chewelah, Washington or such other places as may be deemed advisable.  To set out and prepare grounds for recreational, athletic and riding purposes; to promote competition and saddle and riding club meets in accordance with the Melody Riders Saddle Club Western Games Rules.  All of the foregoing to be conducted and operated without profit to members.


To publish a newsletter periodically and provide a club calendar of events for the members.


To buy and sell all kinds of apparatus and materials required by persons frequenting the clubs social clubrooms and grounds.


To purchase or lease or otherwise acquire and sell, convey or otherwise dispose of lands, buildings, easements or property, real and personal, which may be requisite for the purpose of/or capable of being conveniently used in connection with any of the needs and objectives of the club.


SECTION 3:  To rent the arena for occasional use by commercial or non-profit organization’s activities as approved by vote of the club members.


SECTION 4:  To raise money by subscription and dues and to grant any rights and privileges to subscribers and to do such other and further things consistent with the foregoing as may be necessary for the purpose thereof.


All of the foregoing to be such objects and purposes as are consistent with the operation of purely social and recreational club and association, without profit to members.  The club is a nonprofit organization with all monies received after expenses being used exclusively for the benefit of the club.

ARTICLE III:  MEETINGS:

SECTION 1:  Regular meetings will be held every first Thursday of each month, with the exception of the month of December.  The meeting place to be decided upon at the previous meeting.  The annual meeting shall be the October meeting.


SECTION 2: Special Meetings may be convened as necessary by any member of the executive committee.  Special meetings would consist of the officers (as stated in ArticleV, section 1) of the club and any special activity committee chairpersons; this shall constitute an executive committee.

ARTICLE IV:  MEMBERSHIP:


SECTION 1:   DUES:    Membership fees shall be $30 per person or $40 per family consisting of the parents and all children up to and through the age of eighteen as of January 1.  Special consideration will be given in cases of hardship.



Dues are payable annually, January 1.  No person shall be considered an active member of the club unless dues have been paid.  Privileges of membership including arena use, voting rights and eligibility to hold office are withheld until paid.



Dues are subject to change as membership growth and/or conditions warrant such change.  Such change may be made at any general (regular) meeting, provided two-thirds majority vote of those present at the meeting, including at least 4 officers and 2 members is obtained.  

SECTION 2:  ARENA USE


In order to use the arena for activities or supervised individual riding, arena users must be current members of the Melody Riders Saddle Club.  Sponsors of open events must seek approval of the club and provide proof of adequate liability insurance. 
ARTICLE V:  OFFICERS:


SECTION 1:  Officers in this club shall be president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, ways and means, western games chairman , and grounds supervisor; totaling seven (7), all of whom shall comprise the board of trustees  of the club.


SECTION 2:  DUTIES OF OFFICERS:



PRESIDENT:  The president shall preside at all business meetings, appoint all standing committees, and the Newsletter Editor, be an ex-officio member of all standing committees and generally conduct the business of the club.



VICE-PRESIDENT: In the absence of the president, the vice-president shall assume the duties of the president; and also shall read the by-laws of the club orally at the October meeting, shall maintain a record of club property and the current location of such property and submit a report annually at the October meeting.



SECRETARY:  The secretary shall provide an agenda for each meeting, keep records of the proceedings of all meetings, keep a record of all money transactions  through copies of the treasurer’s reports 
 Conduct the correspondence of the club, including distribution of periodic newsletter. ,.  The secretary’s books are property of the club and shall be available for inspection of the membership at any time.  Secretary’s books must accompany secretary, or in his absence, be sent with his/her report to each and every meeting.



TREASURER:  The treasurer shall take charge of all funds of the club, keep a correct account of all monies received and expended, keep a roll of paid members at each meeting, collect the annual club dues and pay all bills by duplicate/carbon-copy CHECK as they occur and are approved by the club and the president. (or his/her ex-officio).  Treasurer’s books must be available for inspection by the membership at any time.  Treasurer’s books must accompany treasurer, or in his/her absence, be sent with his/her report to each and every meeting.



WAYS AND MEANS CHAIRPERSON:  The ways and means chairperson shall be responsible for the organization and coordination of general fund raising activities with the exception of responsibilities encompassed by other officers and will plan the annual awards banquet.  He or she will receive all monies and bills for general fund-raising events, make accurate account of them, turn them (monies & report) over to treasurer and give a complete report at the following club meeting.
WESTERN GAMES CHAIRPERSON: Facilitates the organization of day-awards and year end awards.    Shall organize recreational play day activities during the year.  



GROUNDS SUPERVISOR:  The GS shall supervise the care of the arena in preparation for events. He/she shall oversee the necessary watering and working of the grounds to maintain safe footing for the scheduled activities.  He/she shall work with the executive committee in preparing for events being held at the club grounds.   He/she shall bring to the attention of club repairs or improvements that need attention on club work days.   He/she shall supervise the care of the tractor and sprinkler system and bring necessary repair to the attention of the executive committee.  






STANDING COMMITTEES AND CHAIRPERSONS;






WEBMASTER -  Keep latest news posted on website.  Including minutes of meetings, calendar of  activities, standing of summer game series and TGIF results.


TGIF 4D  BARREL SERIES PRODUCER
Shall be responsible for organizing TGIF events, coordinate dates with executive committee, keep record of all monies received and expended, and provide such record to the treasurer; shall give a complete report at the club meeting following each event.



SECTION 3:  AUDITS:  The club president shall appoint at the October meeting a disinterested third party to audit treasurer’s books, and make a full report to the club no later than January.


SECTION 4:  Each officer shall be required to present before the club, for approval, all proposals concerning expenditures, schedules, rules and changes for the activities of the respective offices.

SECTION 5:  All officers upon retiring from office shall deliver to their successors all monies, accounts, record books, papers and other property belonging to the club.


SECTION 6:  Vacancies in an office shall be filled at any regular meeting in the same manner as at regular elections.

SECTION 7:  All officers may succeed themselves.


SECTION 8:  Any and all officers who are trustees shall remain in office until succeeded by a successor.


SECTION 9: Club keys to be held by and limited to the members of the Executive Committee or appointed chairpersons. 

ARTICLE VI:  QUORUM:


SECTION 1:  Nine (9) members present a regular meeting shall constitute a quorum.


SECTION 2:  The quorum for a special meeting shall consist of two-thirds of the executive committee as defined in Article III, Section 2.

ARTICLE VII:  ELECTIONS


SECTION 1:  Election of new officers will occur annually at the annual October meeting, the beginning of the club’s fiscal year.


SECTION 2:  After written notification of proposed action and just cause, the club reserves the right to replace any officer who does not fulfill his/her duties or obligations to and for the club in accordance with Article VI and a two-thirds majority vote at a regular meeting.

SECTION 3:  Nominations may be made from the floor and the president may appoint a nomination committee by the September meeting.



SECTION 4:  No person is eligible for office unless a member of the club for at least one year.
ARTICLE VIII:  VOTING


SECTION 1:  To vote on financial matters members must be over 18 years of age.


SECTION 2:  Members twelve (12) years and older my vote on all non financial club business and elections.


SECTION 3:  All members voting must have paid membership as of January l of current year.

ARTICLE IX:  AMENDMENTS


The by-laws may be amended at any regular meeting in accordance with Article VI providing:

1. Changes are proposed at least one meeting prior to voting.

2. All members have been notified of proposed changes by phone,or in writing. 

3. A two-thirds majority vote is cast.  

ARTICLE X:  INSURANCE


SECTION 1:  When necessary, the club shall have the authority to purchase liability insurance for the protection of its members, when necessary forevents put on by the club.


SECTION 2:  Members of the club may not sue the club or any other member.


4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
ARTICLE X:  REAL ESTATE


No real estate or interest in real estate of any kind, owned or being purchased by this corporation shall be sold unless such sale shall first be approved at a regular meeting of the corporation members by secret ballot with a majority of 80% of members voting in favor of such sale.  No such vote shall be had on such sale until and unless the intent of such sale is first advertised in Local Newspaperat least once; and second, all members are notified by mail of such intent, with both publication and mail to appear no less than six (6) days prior to a regular meeting of the members of the corporation.  This article shall not be subject to change or modification unless such change or modification also be advertised t and notification be mailed out at least (6) days prior to any regular meeting or which such change or modification will be presented to the corporate members.

In the event the members, after notice as provided herein, shall vote to sell such real estate or interest therein, then such sale shall be executed by the president and one adult trustee of the corporation as instructed by the members.





ARTICLE XII:  CONDUCTING BUSINESS AT MEETINGS


ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER shall govern this association in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not in conflict with the by-laws of the Melody Riders Saddle Club of Valley and Chewelah, Inc.

Revised finalized October 2010
Revised certified by:

President ________________________
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